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TOWN WARRANT. 


Commonwealth of Massachusetts. Hampden, ss. 

To II. A. Northrop, Constable of the Town of Palmer , greeting: 

In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts you are hereby 
directed to notify and warn all the inhabitants of the town of Palmer qualified 
to vote in elections and town affairs to meet at the Town Hall in said Palmer 
on Monday, the fifteenth day of March instant at ten o’clock a. m., to act on 
the following articles, viz : 

Art. 1 . To choose a Moderator to preside at said meeting. 

Art. 2. To determine the number of Selectmen, Overseers of the Poor, 
Assessors, School Committee and Constables the town will elect for the ensu¬ 
ing year. 

Art. 3. To see if the town will accept and adopt the provisions of Chapter 
255, Acts of the year 1878, being entitled, An act in relation to the Election of 
the Selectmen and Assessors of towns. 

Art. 4. To act upon the reports of School Committee, Selectmen, Overseers 
of the Poor, and other town officers. 

Art. 5. To determine the manner of repairing the highways and bridges for 
the ensuing year. 

Art. 6 . To elect all necessary town officers for the ensuing year. 

Art. 7. To raise such sums of money as are necessary to defray the current 
expenses of the town for the ensuing year, and to appropriate the same. 

Art. 8. To see if the town will allow a discount upon the taxes that may be 
assessed for the ensuing year. 

Art. 9. To determine the manner the town will take to collect taxes that 
may be assessed and state terms and conditions of the same. 

Art. 10. To see if the town will accept the list of Jurors as revised by the 
Selectmen. 

Art. 11. To determine by ballot, which shall be, ‘‘yes” or “no,” whether 
the town will instruct the selectmen not to license the sale of intoxicating 
liquors excepting by druggists for the ensuing year. 

Art. 12. To see if the town will vote to instruct the selectmen to lay a drain 
pipe to carry the surplus water from head of street east of Commercial Block 
in Depot Village through under the railroad. 

Art. 13. To see if the town will convey to John M. Converse a small strip 
of land from the south-westerly side of the cemetery at Palmer Depot, or ex¬ 
change the same for other land, fix the terms thereof, and appoint an agent 
therefor. 
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Art. 14. To see if the town will raise any money for the celebration of 
Decoration Day, or towards building a soldiers’ monument, and appropriate 
the same. 

Art. 15. To see if the town will authorize its treasurer to pay the whole or 
any part of the town debt now outstanding. 

Art. 16. To see if the town will authorize its treasurer to borrow money in 
anticipation of the taxes of the current year, the same to be payable from said 
taxes. 

Art. 17. To see if the town will make an appropriation for the benefit of 
the Young Men’s Library Association. 

Art. 18. To see if the town will continue to hire the rooms now occupied 
for a lock-up and tramp room. 

Art. 19. To see what action the town will take in regard to the bridge at 
Bondsville that the County Commissioners ordered moved. 

Art. 20. To see if the town will increase the award of the County Commis¬ 
sioners for land damage to N. P. Braman. 

Art. 21. To see what action the town will take towards holding out induce¬ 
ments for manufacturing and other business to locate in town. 

. A rt - 22. To see if the town will raise money for further school accommoda¬ 
tions at Three Kivers, and appropriate the same. 

.Art. 23. To see if the town will raise money to defray the expense of 
providing further school accommodations at Palmer Depot and Thorndike, 
and appropriate the same. 

Art. 24. To see if the town will accept of the provisions of Chapter 158, 
Acts of the year 1871, being entitled, An act to provide for the Election of 
Hoad Commissioners. 

Art. 25. To choose committees and give them instructions. 

Art. 26. To hear reports of committees and act thereon. 

The names of the Selectmen, Overseers of the Poor, Assessors, School 
Committee and Constable^ who are voted for must all be on one ballot, Town 
Clerk and Treasurer on a separate ballot; and you are hereby directed to 
serve this warrant by posting up attested copies thereof at the different public 
places designated by a vote of the town, seven days at least before the holding 
of said meeting, and cause this warrant to be printed in the Palmer Journal 
at least two issues before the time of holding said meeting. Hereof fail not, 
and make due return of this warrant, with your doings thereon, to the Town 
Clerk, on or before the time of said meeting. 

Given under our hands this fourth day of March, A. D. 1880. 

A. H. WILLIS, i Selectmen 
F. A. PACKARD, } 0 f the 
JOSEPH KERIGAN, ) Town of Palmer. 

H. A. NORTHROP, Constable. 


A true copy. Attest: 


Assessors’ Report 


VALUATION OF PALMER, 1879. 


Real estate, .... 

$1,378,370 

Personal, .... 

671,329 

Total, .... 

.... $2,049,699 

Total number of polls, . 

1,158 

Total tax on polls, . 

$1,679.10 

Rate per cent., 

. $9.60 to $1000 

State tax, .... 

520.00 

County tax, . . • . 

1,654.82 

Town appropriations : 

For highways, 

$2,500.00 

Support of poor, 

2,800.00 

Bridges, 

1,000.00 

Contingencies, 

2,500.00 

Railings, 

Library, 

200.00 

500.00 

Interest, ... 

312.00 

Monument fund, . 

100.00 

Teachers, fuel, and care of school houses, . . 7,500.00 

Repairs on school houses, 

500.00 

Contingencies for schools, 

1,000.00 

Overlays on tax, . 

269.64 

$21,356.46 

Six female poll taxes added, . 

8.70 

Total town tax, 

$21,365.16 

Non resident bank tax, . 

424.32 

Total on collector’s book, 

. . . . $21,789.48 

JOHN CLOUGH, j Assessors 
DAVID KNOX, } of 

D. B. BISHOP, ) Palmer. 













Treasurer’s Report 

Of the Receipts and Expenditures for the Year ending March 1, 1880. 


Balance in treasury March 1, 1879, 

$5,310.25 

Received of State Treasurer for State aid, 1878, . 

615.07 

State Treasurer, National Bank tax, . 

363.59 

State Treasurer, Corporation tax, 

267.81 

State Treasurer, State Paupers, 

102.00 

State Treasurer, transportation of State pau¬ 


pers, ....... 

18.00 

State Treasurer, relief of soldiers and sailors, 

26.00 

State Treasurer, income Mass. School fund, 

241.61 

County Treasurer, dog tax, 

244.19 

County Treasurer, lock-up fees, 

29.50 

George Robinson, lock-up fees, 

23.00 

Interest on Merrick fund, .... 

34.00 

Interest on Thompson fund, .... 

40.80 

of Town of Monson, bridge account, 

2.82 

Monson, pauper account, 

50.00 

Brimfield, bridge account, . 

231.73 

Chicopee, aid rendered D. Shea, . 

12.66 

Chicopee, aid rendered Pattrell, . 

13.50 

Becket, aid rendered Allen, 

10.31 

Boxford, aid rendered Thompson, 

9.00 

City of Worcester, aid to D. Fogarty, 

16.55 

A. D. Smith, aid to Mrs. Burlingame, 

20.00 

for use of Town Hall,. 

30.00 

Three Rivers school house, 

3.75 

Circus licenses, . .... 

20.00 

Auctioneer licenses, .... 

6.50 

Bridge plank sold, . . . . 

9.00 
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Received for Pump sold, . . . . . . $2.00 

Tuition, Fisherdick children, . . . 20.00 

Mary Bradford, . . . 10.00 

Liquor licenses, . .... 2,350.00 

of H. A. Northrop, tax, 1878, . . . 1,920.50 

S. H. Hellyar, tax, 1879, . . . 18,723.93 


$30,778.07 


EXPENDITURES. 


State tax, ........ 

$520.00 

County tax, ....... 

1,654.82 

Bank tax, ........ 

394.83 

State aid, . ....... 

733.00 

Military aid, ....... 

171.00 

Reducing town debt, . 

1,500.00 

Interest on notes, *..... 

312.00 

Repairs on highways, ..... 

2,309.75 

Repairs for bridges, ...... 

1,208.31 

Building railings, ...... 

217.19 

Land damages and building new street, 

1,664.75 

Library Association, ...... 

500.00 

Support of poor, . . . 

3,241.07 

Contingencies, ....... 

2,746.69 

State Treasurer, J amount received for liquor licenses, 
A. Palmer, ^ money paid into the Treasury on 

587.50 

account of horse sold, ..... 

Deposited in Savings Bank on account soldiers’ 

18.91 

monument, ....... 

100.00 

School expenses, *..... 

9,373.49 


$27,253.31 


Total receipts, 

Total expenditures, 

Balance in Treasury, 


$30,778.07 

27,253.31 

$3,524.76 


Respectfully submitted, 


JAMES B. SHAW, Treasurer . 













Report of the Overseers of the Poor, 


For the Year ending March 1, 1880. 


TOWN FARM. 


The overseers have to report a condition of affairs on the farm 
comparing favorably with the past. During the past year an addition 
of a wood shed, carriage house, and granary under one roof, has 
been built. The building is at present heated by several stoves, 
whose dilapitated condition will soon necessitate the purchasing of 
new ones, and the Board are unanimously of the opinion that it would 
be a matter of economy to the town, as well as a safeguard against a 
recurrence of fire, to substitute for stoves a steam heater, thereby 
confining the fire to one locality, and its care to one person. 


TOWN POOR. 


The calls for help have been very numerous, all of which have re¬ 
ceived prompt and careful attention, the undeserving refused assistance, 
and the deserving cared for prudently. In the matter of looking up and 
determining settlements, there has been considerable difficulty, as the 
town has never adopted a system of recording histories of applicants. 
Such a record would have been of great value to the town in view 
of recent legislation on the pauper laws. Feeliug the need of suitable 
records, the present Board, after an examination of several, adopted 
the system as at present in use in Springfield. This record, when 
finished, will embrace blanks for recording histories, and for all facts 
relating to the town’s assistance, as it shall be applied in the years to 
come ; blanks for copies of military aid, as provided under Chapters 
252 and 501, Acts of the year 1878 ; blanks for recording orders to 
the treasurer ; a ledger, and other blanks, all between two covers, 
thereby dispensing with several small books, as at present used. 
And we earnestly urge upon the incoming Board its adoption and use. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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SUPPORT OF POOR AT TOWN FARM. 

O. W. Studley, meat for town farm, .... $30.15 

Wm. Merriam, meat for town farm, .... 4.99 

J. F. Holbrook, coal for town farm, .... 5.69 

J. D. Sawyer, soap for town farm, .... 8.00 

A. H. Willis, goods for town farm, . . . . 87.59 

H. P. Holden, goods for town farm, .... 205.59 

C. A. Brown & Co., merchandise for town farm, . . 91.84 

Fosket & Holbrook, meal and grain for town farm, . 34.40 

A. H. Proctor, butter for town farm, . . . . 2.70 

Jos. Thompson, goods for town farm, . . * . 32.72 

J. C. Allen, meat for town farm, .... 22.38 

F. C. Allen, meat for town farm, . . . . 11.15 

F. C. Hatch, fish for town farm, .... 1.89 

D. N. Squier, blacksmithing for town farm, . . 10.55 

Loomis Bros., beds for town farm, .... 13.50 

Walter Winter, blacksmithing for town farm, . . - 2.75 

J. B. Shaw, goods for town farm, . 1 43.70 

Jos. Kerigan, one cow for town farm, . . . 49.00 

P. S. Trumble, repairs water works and saws for town 

farm, ........ 2.12 

H. C. Smith, horse hire for town farm, . . . 3.00 

J. S. Loomis, chairs for town farm, .... 7.00 

one cow for town farm, . . . 30.00 

A. C. Downing, medical attendance for town farm, . 1.50 

O. C. Marcy, carrying paupers for the town farm, . 8.50 

Overseers of the poor, transportation expenses for town 

poor, ........ 36.85 

C. H. Keith, meat for town farm, . . . . 3.77 

H. Hunt, services for town farm, .... 5.25 

A. H. Proctor, 11 months service for town farm, . 229.16 

G. L. Watkins, grinding bill for town farm, . . 2.26 

Wm. Kurtz, repairing harness for poor farm, . . 3.65 

J. K. Knox, seeds for town farm, .... 2.50 

C. Hitchcock, repairing shoes, for town farm, . . .65 

A. H. Willis, postage, stationery, &c., ..." 10.00 

services, overseer of poor, . . . 75.00 

Jos. Kerigan, services, overseer of poor, . . . 50.00 
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F. A. Packard, services, overseer of poor, . 
Chas. Sherman, services for town farm, 1878, 

Gr. Produce from the farm, 


$25.00 

75.00 

$1,229.80 

6.85 

$1,222.95 


NOT AT TOWN FARM. 

City of Newburyport, aid Horace White, 1878, . 

Holyoke, aid Mrs. Timothy Sullivan, 1879, 
New Bedford, aid Mary McCarty, 1879, 
Newburyport, aid Horace White, 1879, 

Boston, aid Addle Lucas, 1879, 

Patrick Owens, 1879, 

Springfield, aid Martin Byrns, 1878, 

Town of Shutesbury, aid Mrs. Albert Bacon, 1878, 
Hatfield, aid Mrs. B. Perham, 

Warren, aid John Jourdan, 1878, 

J. B.' Shaw, goods delivered to Mrs. McGrath for 
Hurley children, ...... 

J. B. Shaw, goods delivered to Mrs. Daley for McCarty 
children, . 

Com. of Massachusetts, aid Jas. Curran, 

Jos. Jourdan, . 

E. M. Turner, aid Mrs Guthrie, 

E. W. Moore and four children, 

H. T. Bishop, aid Owen Sullivan, . . . . 

J. C. Warner, aid Eleanor Thompson, . . . 

O. A. Parent, aid Michael Dillon, . . . . 

Roswell Craw, . . . . 

N. H. Towne, aid C. A. Pattrell, . 

H. P. Holden, aid C. A. Pattrell, . . . . 

Jos. Taft, aid Mahala Hildreth, . 

Smith & Co., aid Mahala Hildreth, . 

L. F. Whiting, aid Mrs. Swimmington, . . . 

A. E. Park, aid H. M. Allen, . 

Town poor, ..... 
J. Ft Holbrook, aid J. Bradley, . . . . 

Murdock Bros., aid Roswell Craw, . 

J. B. Shaw, aid Patrick Coffee, . 


$81.25 

133.41 

22.34 

45.00 

2.00 

2.35 

10.45 

44.85 

4.86 

10.15 


72.00 


60.00 

25.43 

54.00 

1.50 
2.00 

13.50 
39.18 
60.00 

5.00 

8.50 
7.56 

32.50 
9.75 

16.00 

10.31 

1.54 

4.81 

31.00 

2.00 
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Clark & Hastings, aid Mrs. Donovan, . . . $7.00 

Mrs. Salmon, .... 3.00 

Jas. Hannafin, aid, ....... 18.00 

A. H. Willis, blank book,. 1.50 

Mrs. Lyman Nelson, aid Mary Blanchard, . . . 10.00 

Mrs. Merrifield, aid Ball children, .... 5.00 

A. H. Willis, aid Louise Craiger, .... 19.67 

Mary Blanchard, . . . . 1.77 

Mrs. Swimmington, . . . 1.20 

Dennis Leary, Mrs. Donovan, house rent, . . . 42.00 

A. P. Capen, aid Charity Barker, .... 3.00 

J. J. Moynahan, coffin, Mrs. Jas. Burnham, . . 10.00 

J. S. Loomis, coffin, Mr. Burnham, . 10.00 

Northampton Insane Asylum, aid Harriet Gerald, . 162.86 

August Craiger, . 124.26 

Daniel O’Leary, . 44.82 

J. F. Holbrook, coal, Chas. A. Pattrell, . . . 3.77 

Lock up, ..... 3.77 

H. T. Bishop, goods furnished Honey, Mayott and 

others, .... .... 37.00 

$1,321.86 

OTHER TOWN PAUPERS. 

J. F. Holbrook, Warren, Mrs. L. Cowles, . . . $3.43 

J. B. Shaw, Worcester, D. Fogarty, .... 15.50 


$18.93 

STATE PAUPERS. 

J. B. Shaw, goods, Mrs. Leary, .... $55.00 

Mrs. Salmon, .... 9.00 

J. J. Moynahan, pauper coffins, . 34.00 

J. S. Loomis, pauper coffins, ..... 16.00 

Overseers of the poor, pauper transportation, . . 34.70 

Pauper aid, .... 19.90 

Charles Squier, pauper watching, . . . . T.50 


$170.10 
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TRAMPS AND LOCK-UP. 


A. M. Bradley, rent of lock-up and tramp room, 1878, 

$131.25 

1879, 

125.00 

R. H. Moulton, charcoal for tramp room, . 

3.75 

J. F. Holbrook, coal for tramp room and lock-up, 

13.06 

J. J. Moynahan, crackers for tramp room, . 

21.49 

H. P. Holden, crackers for tramp room, 

3.22 

J. J. Moynahan, care of tramp room and lock-up, 

70.00 

$367.77 

NEW SHED AT TOWN FARM. 

David Darling, labor,. 

$40.59 

Charles Plumley, sawing lumber, .... 

19.53 

H. C. Smith, drawing, . 

22.23 

C. A. Brown & Co., materials, ..... 

19.33 

Francis Keyes, shingles, ...... 

25.80 

George Robinson, materials, ..... 

11.98 


$139.46 


RECAPITULATION (PAUPER ACCOUNT). 


Support of poor at town farm, 

. $1,222.95 

Aid rendered poor not on town farm, . 

1,321.86 

Of other towns, 

18.93 

State paupers, 

170.10 

Tramps and lock-up, ..... 

367.77 

New shed at town farm, .... 

139.46 


$3,241.07 

Received of town of Boxford, on account of pauper, $9.00 

Chicopee, on account of pauper, 

26.16 

City of Worcester, on account of pauper, 

16.55 

Town of Becket, on account of pauper, 

10.31 

A. D. Smith, on account of pauper, 

20.00 

State, on account of pauper, . 

146.00 

Interest on Thompson fund, 

40.80 

Lock-up fees, ...... 

52.50 


- $321.32 

Total pauper expense, .... 

. $2,919.75 
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No. of Tramps lodged and fed. 890. 

Inventory (at town farm), March 1, 1879, . * . $1,010.10 

March 1, 1880, . . . 1,050.62 

Whole number of paupers admitted to town farm, . 23 

Average number of paupers admitted to town farm, . 10 

Respectfully submitted, 

A. H. WILLIS, Overseers 

F. A. PACKARD, [ of 
JOSEPH KERIGrAN, ) Poor . 


Report of tlie Selectmen, 

For the Year ending March 1, 1880. 


In presenting the annual report our aim has bcren to itemize as 
much as possible, so that it will be plain to every citizen where the 
money has been expended. 

In some of the departments of the town’s business, there seems to 
exist a need of reform, notably in the manner of repairs of highways 
and in the records of the pauper department. In the matter of high¬ 
way repairs, two plans have been considered, as under 

Plan 1. To abolish the highway districts as now existing, and to 
choose, at the annual meeting, one surveyor of highways, whose 
duties shall be to provide for the repairs and construction of same 
throughout the town —vesting in him authority to hire help and teams 
most convenient to the repairs needed, paying the prices for help as 
voted by the town at its last annual meeting; the town to buy and 
keep on its farm a team, and, when not in use on the roads, to be 
used on the farm. 

Plan 2. To adopt the provisions of Chapter 158, Acts of the year 
1871, being entitled an Act to Provide for the Election of Road Com¬ 
missioners. The adoption of plan one would give to the town the 
use of a team on its farm, where, at times in the year, there is insuf¬ 
ficient help of teams to do the necessary work in a seasonable time. 

Every town has, or should have, a pride in its roads, and a desire 
to have them kept up in the best of order. Unfortunately, the mate¬ 
rials best suited for road-making, we have very little of. Our roads 
are much traveled, and are constantly wearing out, necessitating a 
constant drain on our treasury. The plans above considered may be, 
and probably are, open to criticisms, but that something in the way of 
an advance towards a better system of road and highway repairs is 
needed, is evident from the number of complaints as to the condition 
of the roads which are made by citizens from all sections of our town. 
The town should, we think, vote that more of the repairs shall be 
made in the Spring, when, as is well known, the expenditure of one 
dollar in repairs will go as far and be as beneficial to the town as 
two dollars in the summer. 
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BRIDGES. 

The condition of the bridges throughout our present limits compares 
favorably with the past. During the year, two new ones have been 
built: one across the Quaboag, between Brimfield and our town, 
called the Fenton bridge ; the other at Three Rivers, across the canal. 
Without much doubt, the Merrick bridge will call for some extensive 
repairs soon. 

DRAINAGE. 

The Board would suggest the raising of a committee to report at 
some future meeting the needs of the several villages in reference to 
drainage. 

WATERING TROUGHS. 

During the past year, there have been erected in the villages of 
Three Rivers, Duckville and Thorndike, stone watering troughs, and 
although their cost is large at the outset, no repairs will be needed, 
and we think they will prove in the end much more economical than 
to pay for wooden troughs, when set up and afterwards five dollars a 
year paid for their maintenance, as heretofore done in many cases. 

Respectfully submitted, 

A. II. WILLIS, } Selectmen 

F. 4. PACKARD, } of 

JOSEPH KERIGAN, j Palfner. 


CONTINGENCIES. 

W. E. Hancock, watering tub at Brimfield crossing, . $2.50 

G. M. Fisk & Co., printing town reports, &c., . . 55.25 

J. A. Palmer, summoning witnesses, Rourke case, . 4.65 

J. K. Knox, maintaining watering tub, . . . 5.00 

Stearns, Knowlton & Long, professional services for 

1876, 1877 and 1878,. 79.31 

J. A. Palmer, enforcing licenses last year, &c., . . 155.00 

Jos. Kerigan, making cemetery fence at Palmer town, . 50.00 

John Barber, claim of damage on highway, . . 187.50 

D. B. Bishop, services as Assessor, .... 115.00 

David Knox, services as Assessor, .... 115.00 

John Clough, services as Assessor, .... 115.00 

John Clough, books, paper and postage, . . . 7.18 

T. D. Potter, repairing guide board at Bondsville, . 1.00 
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L. C. White, three stone watering troughs, . . $120.00 

Fiske & Coleman, sewer pipe used at Three Rivers, . 53.48 

M. D. L. Towne, repairing watering tub at Bondsville, 3.00 

Charles Hastings, repairs on wagon, caused by defective 

highway, . . . . . . . . 2.00 

Edgerton & Davis, sewer grates, . . . . 12.54 

W. H. Brainard, surveying, ..... 5.00 

O. A. Parent, street lamp near water trough, Duckville, 10.00 

A. L. Haynes, opening graves, ..... 33.30 

Dr. Wm. Holbrook, services, account town of Monson, 50.00 

A. B. Gowan, street lamp under B. & A. Railroad bridge, 6.50 

J. J. Moynahan, returning deaths, .... 14.75 

Chas. B. Fisk, printing, ...... 40.93 

S. H. Hellyar, insurance, Town House, . . . 22.50 

H. A. Northrop, collecting taxes, 1878, . . . 175.00 

posting warrants, .... 7.50 

J. B. Shaw, recording births, deaths and marriages, . 97.55 

services as Town Clerk and Treasurer, . 50.00 

M. R. Warren, record book, mortgages, . . . 3.25 

H. A. Davis, adjusting weights and measures, . . 8.50 

Boston Duck Co., expense on watering trough, Duckville, 1.50 

Ailed & Cowan, liquors furnished for analysis, . . 2.31 

A. H. Willis, lamps for Town House, . . . - 10.00 

F. A. Cowan, care B. & A. bridge lamp 1 month, . 1.00 

G. A. Hunt, hanging B. & A. bridge lamp, . . 1.00 

A. H. Willis, trunk for records at Town House, &c., . 5.50 

David Knox, opening graves, going with hearse, &c., . 221.00 

L. M. Squires, opening graves, ..... 2.00 

John Clough, sealing weights and measures, . . 9.75 

A. H. Willis, services as Selectman, .... 100.00 

F. A. Packard, services as Selectman, . . . 100.00 

Jos. Kerigan, services as Selectman, .... 100.00 

F. F. Marcy, repairs on Town House, . . . 410.57 

E. E. Ryther, painting Town House, .... 147.00 

W. H. Hitchcock, stoves for Town House, . . . 26.87 


$2,746.69 

Received from town of Monson, Wm. Holbrook account, 

as above, ........ 50.00 


$2,696.69 
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HIGHWAYS. 


Dennis Murphy, clearing highway of snow, . . . $5.00 

Bryon Rourke, cutting brush in road, .... 2.50 

Alfred Trumble, labor on highway, .... 103.50 

Calvin Blodgett, labor on highway, $40.35 in 1878, . 155.35 

Henry McMaster, labor on highway, .... 357.90 

J. D. Sawyer, labor on highway, . . . . 346.49 

Geo. Griffin, labor on highway, ..... 362.25 

Bradley Olney, labor on highway, .... 113.13 

Eugene Nhorely, labor on highway, .... 85.00 

Horace Smith, labor on highway, . . . . 55.75 

Abel Graves, labor on highway, ..... 96.00 

R. S. Hastings, labor on highway, .... 109.50 

C. H. Keith, labor on highway, ...... 105.00 

T. D. Potter, labor on highway, ..... 249.75 

IN. L. N. Railroad, freight on sewer pipes, . . . 15.00 

B. & A. Railroad, freight on sewer pipes, . . . 3.12 

Chas. M. Elliott, cutting brush on road side, . . 3.13 

John Kanevan, cutting brush on road side, . . . 2.50 

G. A. Griffin, labor on highway, .... 20.75 

J. D. Sawyer, labor on highway, . . . • 118.13 


$2,309.75 


BRIDGES. 


Russell Jenks, labor on bridge, 1877, .... 
Town of Monson, labor and material repairing bridge, 1878, 
T. D. Potter, plank for bridges, . . 

T. D. Potter, repairs on Depot bridge, Bondville, 

Henry McMaster, repairs on bridges, Three Rivers, 

F. F. Marcy, repairs on bridges, .... 

C. H. Keith, repairs on bridges,. 

A. L. Haynes, repairs on bridges, .... 
Jos. Kerigan, plank for bridges, ..... 

F. F. Marcy, new bridge at or near Fenton’s, &c., 

G. A. Griffin, bank wall and grading Fenton bridge, 

F. F. Marcy, new canal bridge, Three Rivers, 

T. D. Potter, J new footbridge at Duckville, 


$ 10.00 

19.62 

219.16 

22.12 

34.00 

25.48 

12.36 

2.00 

14.94 

423.33 

34.38 

353.42 

37.50 


$1,208.31 


231.73 


Received from town of Brimfield their proportion of Fen¬ 
ton bridge, . . . . 


$976.58 
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RAILINGS. 



Perlin Shearer, repairing railings, 


$3.00 

T. D. Potter, new railings, . 


63.90 

Henry McMaster, new 

railing, .... 


94.40 

H. C. Smith, 

tt 


18.70 

Eugene Shorely, 44 

tt 


7.50 

Jos. Kerigan, 44 

tt 


24.00 

Benj. Fenton, 4t 

tt 


3.19 

Geo. Moores, 44 

tt 


2.50 




$217.19 


WALNUT STREET. . 



Mrs. L. E. Strong, commissioners’ award, . 


$400.00 

Mrs. A. Burleigh, 

tt tt 


125.00 

C. W. Johnson, 

tt tt 


50.00 

W. H. Brainard, 

tt tt 


30.00 

H. P. Holden, 

tt tt 


50.00 

M. W. French, 

tt tt 


200.00 

Survetus Leach, 

tt tt 


250 00 

Marshall heirs, 

tt tt 


125.00 

Mrs. C. C. Shaw, 

tt tt 


125.00 

Lucy M. Shaw, 

tt tt 


100.00 

John Feeney, 

tt tt 


62.00 

M. Wells Bridge, costs on petition for Walnut street. 


47.75 

P. W. Webster, labor 

on Walnut street, 


100.00 




$1,664.75 

LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 



W. A. Lincoln, Treasurer, .... 

• 

$500.00 

REDUCING DEBT OF TOWN. 



Paid Robert McMaster’s note, .... 

• 

$1,500.00 

Paid interest on notes 

: 


• 

Robert McMaster, ..... 


$90.00 

A. N. Dewey, 

• ••••• 


84.00 

Pamelia Rogers, 

• • • • • 


78.00 

Reuben Rogers, 

. 

• 

60.00 


$312.00 
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SUMMARY. 



State tax, ...... 


$520.00 

State bank tax, ..... 


394.83 

County tax, ..... 


. 1,654.82 

Reducing town debt, .... 


. 1,500.00 

Interest on notes, .... 


312.00 

State aid, ...... 


733.00 

Support of poor, .... 


. 2,919.75 

Contingencies, ..... 


. 2,696.69 

Highways, ..... 


. 2,309.75 

Bridges, . . 


976.58 

Railings, ..*.... 


217.19 

Walnut street, ..... 


. 1,664.75 

Library Association, .... 


500.00 

School expenses, .... 


. 9,373.49 

Military aid, ..... 


171.00 

DEBTS OF THE TOWN. 


NOTES DUE ON DEMAND. 


A. N. Dewey, ..... 

. $1,400.00 

Pamelia Rogers, ..... 

. 1,300.00 

Reuben Rogers, ..... 

. 1,000.00 


$3,700.00 

Interest on above, .... 

222.00 



$3,922.00 

CLAIMS AGAINST THE TOWN 

MARCH 

1, 1880. 

Notes and interest, .... 


. $3,922.00 

Due S. H. Hellyar, u Collector,” 

. 

150.00 

J. A. Palmer, .... 

. 

100.00 

A. M. Bradley, rent lock-up and tramp room, 

25.00 

N. P. Braman, land damage, 

. 

175.00 

P. W. Webster, labor on W. street 

. . 

75.00 

Humphrey Sullivan, land damage, 

. 

125.00 

Bradley Olney, building new street, 

. 

67.50 

Eli Smith, labor on highway, 

• 

89.37 



$4,728.87 
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DUE THE TOWN MARCH 1, 1880. 


Balance in treasury, . 

S. H. Hellyar, u taxes,” 
State, State aid, 

State, on account of State 
Town of Chicopee, 
Warren, 

paupers, 


$3,524.76 

2,000.00 

818.50 

223.65 

13.87 

3.43 




$6,584.21 

Respectfully submitted, 




A. H. WILLIS, 

F. A. PACKARD, 
JOSEPH KERIGAN, 

} Selectmen 

[ of 

J Palmer . 


The Selectmen recommend the following appropriations : 


For paupers, 

Contingencies, 
Highways, . 

Bridges, 

Bailings, 

Interest on town debt, 
Reducing town debt, 
Library association, 


$3,000.00 

2,500.00 

2,500.00 

1,000.00 

250.00 

222.00 

3,700.00 

500.00 














Report of the Committee on Schools. 


If we take into account the crowded condition of many of the 
schools, it is but fair to report that most of them have been very suc¬ 
cessful the past year. We have never had, on the whole, a better 
corps of teachers. 

•The old lack of visitation on the part of parents still continues, 
and calls for a remedy. It is, indeed, surprising how much knowledge 
of the schools some persons suppose themselves to have, when that 
knowledge is wholly received from hearsay. Very often the Com¬ 
mittee would be enabled to correct abuses with the popular sanction, 
in cases in which they are liable to public disapproval for such cor¬ 
rection ; often, likewise, the maintenance of the present conditions 
would be desired, in cases in which the Committee possibly are 
censured for not making a revolution, were there only a wider diffu¬ 
sion of the facts respecting the schools and a more intelligent 
appreciation of their actual state. 

We find that the relative number of absences has been less in 
1879-80 than for many years—perhaps than ever before. The use of 
Truant Officers in the several villages has been salutary in enforcing 
attendance. The State authorities, moreover, are of late quite efficiently 
exerting themselves to secure Police inspection of the factories where 
children are employed. This helps much to make absences fewer. 
We call attention to the following Section of Chapter 5 2 , Acts of 1876 : 

Section 2. No child under the age of fourteen years shall he employed 
[in any manufacturing, mechanical or mercantile establishment in this Com¬ 
monwealth] except during the vacations of the public schools, unless during 
the year next preceding such employment he has attended some public or 
private day school, under teachers approved by the School. Committee of the 
place where such school is kept, at least twenty weeks, which time may be 
divided into two terms, each of ten consecutive weeks, so far as the arrange¬ 
ments of school terms will allow; nor shall such employment continue, unless 
such child shall attend school as herein provided, in each and every year; 
and no child shall be so employed who does not present a certificate, made by 
or under the direction of said School Committee, of his compliance with the 
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requirements of this Act: provided, however, that a regular attendance during 
the continuance of such employment in any school known as a half-time day 
school, or an attendance in any public or private day school, twenty weeks, 
as above stated, may be accepted by said School Committee as a substitute 
for the attendance herein required. 

Further regulations touching this matter are to be found in Chapter 
257 , Acts of 1878 , as follows : 

Section 1 . Every owner, superintendent or overseer of any manufactur¬ 
ing, mechanical or mercantile establishment in this Commonwealth, shall 
require and keep on file a certificate of the age and place of birth of every 
minor child under the age of sixteen years in his employ, or in the employ of 
such establishment, so long as such minor shall be so employed, which certifi¬ 
cate shall also state, in the case of a minor under the age of fourteen years, 
the amount of his or her school attendance during the year next preceding 
such employment. Said certificate shall be made by or under the direction 
of the School Committee of the place where such attendance has been had, or 
where such establishment is located. 

Section 2. In case no such certificate shall have been required by such 
owner, superintendent or overseer, then such employment shall be deemed to 
have been a violation of the second Section of Chapter fifty-two of the Acts of 
the year eighteen hundred and seventy-six. 

Section 3. The Truant Officers may demand the names of the minor chil¬ 
dren under the age of sixteen years employed in the establishments above 
named in their several cities and towns, and may require that the certificates 
of age and school attendance prescribed in this Act shall be produced for their 
inspection ; and if the name and certificate as aforesaid be not produced in any 
case, it shall be prima facie evidence that the employment of such child is 
illegal. 

Section 4. On and after the first day of May, eighteen hundred and 
eighty, no child under fourteen years of age shall be employed in any manu¬ 
facturing, mechanical or mercantile establishment, while the public schools 
in the city or town where such child lives are in session, unless such child can 
read and write. Every owner, superintendent or overseer in any establish¬ 
ment above named, who employs, or permits to be employed, any child in 
violation of this Section, and every parent or guardian who permits such 
employment, shall for every such offence forfeit a sum of not less than twenty 
nor more than fifty dollars for the use of the public schools of such city or town, 

A special Committee, representing as nearly as may be the four 
centres of population in the town, have been in session with the Com¬ 
mittee on Schools, and have considered the need of additional school 
room, not only in Three Rivers, but also in the other villages of the 
town. Although the special Committee was raised only with a view 
to the wants of Three Rivers, the School Committee asked the other 
members of that Committee to look into the facts relative to like wants 
in the other portions of the town. 

In accordance both with their judgment and our own, we repeat 
the recommendation which was made by the School Committee in 
last year’s report, ‘ that the town appropriate money to build a new 
school-house at Palmer, or so to enlarge the old one that it will,accom¬ 
modate the schools required there.” 
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In the case of Thorndike, also, we advise the building of a school- 
house in some convenient location. 

In accordance with the unanimous opinion of the special committee, 
we further recommend an increase of school room at Three Rivers. 

There is appended to this report a tabular statement of the attend¬ 
ance in all the schools of the town, together with an interesting 
additional schedule showing the condition of things in this respect in 
the villages separately. We refer citizens for information to this table. 

Your Committee recommend the following regular appropriations : 
For teachers, fuel and care of houses, $ 9,000 ; repairs, $800 ; contin¬ 
gent expenses, $ 1 , 000 . They also suggest the appropriation of $500 
to be expended in steam-heating apparatus. The usual statement of 
expenditures follows. 


TEACHERS, FUEL AND CARE OF HOUSES. 


TEACHERS. 


Name. 





Per month. 

Amount. 

W. H. Whiting, 





$94 

$916.50 

Hattie E. Wallis, 





33J 

300.00 

Lizzie A. Holden, . 





33£ 

300.00 

Lavinia M. Newell, . 





33J 

300.00 

Albert Woodard, 





40 

360.00 

Ida A. Taft, 





m 

300.00 

Mary A. Potter, 





33£ 

300.00 

Emma Murdock, 





33£ 

300.00 

E. M. Firmin, 





33J 

300.00 

Frank A. Ruggles, . 





4ft 

237.50 

E. M. Austin,. 





33J 

191.65 

E. G. Graves, 





33£ 

285.76 

C. C. Ely, 





33£ 

300.00 

S. A. Buxton, 





33J 

300.00 

Belle H. Searle, 





33^ 

300.00 

Sarah Knox, . 





33£ 

200.00 

Alice E. Ross, 





m 

300.00 

Jennie M. Kendall, . 





30 

270.00 

M. H. Bailey, 





45 

135.00 

Nellie Kerigan, 

Annie E. Olney, 





28 

231.00 





28 

252.00 

Carrie M. Master, . 





28 

84.00 

Julia A. Brakenridge, 





29 

167.00 

Ruth R. Cortis, 





30 

270.00 

Carrie W. Stevens, music teacher, 



• 

181.50 

$7,081.91 









24 


FUEL. 

Charles R. Shaw,. 

J. F. Holbrook, 25 4-5 tons coal, 

J. F. Holbrook, coal, ..... 

Daniel Shea, fuel, ...... 

M. D. Maloney, fuel, Blanchardville, . 

Brien Rourke, wood, Mason District, . 

W. H. Whiting, sawing wood, .... 

Horace Smith, wood. Old Centre, 

E. M. Bartlett, wood for Thorndike and Whiting Dis’t. 
Samuel Atwood, fuel, ..... 

Thorndike Co., fuel, ...... 

L. F. Whiting, fuel, ...... 

Albert Woodard, cutting fuel and rake, 

H. M. Master, fuel, Three Rivers, 

E. M. Bartlett, fuel, Thorndike, 

Brien Bourke, fuel, ...... 

Alexander Harwood, fuel, ..... 

Thorndike Co., fuel by Mr. Leete, 1877, 

J. F. Holbrook, coal, ...... 

Fosket and Holbrook, wood, .... 

Cutting wood, .....•• 


$ 12.00 

141.90 

9.32 

3.00 

6.50 
12.75 

2.00 

16.50 

28.00 

3.25 

4.50 

1.25 
4.50 

21.49 
4.00 

10.50 
12.53 

5.25 
11.44 

4.00 

5.40 


$320.08 


CARE OF HOUSES. 

Albert Woodard, house at Thorndike, . 
Harry W. Thompson, Blanchardville, . 
Franklin Stebbins, Thorndike, 

Daniel Shea, Bondsville, 

Samuel Atwood, Three Rivers, . 

L. F. Whiting,. 

Charles R. Shaw, .... 
Lucy Naylor, Centre, .... 
Hattie Thomson, .... 

M. Langalier, Bondsville, . 

C. S. Ruggles, care of Vestry, . 

Harry Thompson, care of house, . . 

Patrick Mahoney, house in Shorley District, 
W. H. Whiting, care of house, Depot, 


Total for teachers, fuel and care, 
Appropriation, ....*• 

Expenditure above appropriation, , » 


$52.88 

5.00 

14.00 

31.33 

75.00 

7.00 

5.40 

14.00 

5.00 

22.50 
12.00 

5.00 

2.50 

58.50 


$310.11 

$7,712.10 

7,500.00 


$212.10 
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GENERAL REPAIRS. 


Appropriation, ...... 

. . 

$500.00 

Charles R. Shaw, on school house, 

$ 1.00 


J. M. Reed, blackboards, Palmer and Tennyville, 

42.05 


Frank Keyes, repairs, Tennyville, 

81.92 


J. H. McIntyre, repairs, Thorndike, 

30.00 


Purlin Bacon, at Centre, .... 

1.30 


John P. Barnes, house at Palmer, 

29.40 


Lawriston Griffin, labor and materials at Bondsviile, 

32.14 


T. D. Potter, shingling house, Thorndike, 

66.49 


Thorndike Co., stone work, .... 

11.00 


George Moores, grading house lot, 

9.00 


.Nathan Howard, repairs, .... 

15.29 


Otis Co., material and labor, 

1.95 


T. D. Potter, fuel, Three Rivers and Bondsviile, 

54.00 


T. D. Potter, lumber, paint and glass, . 

14.62 


T. D. Potter, shingling house, Three Rivers, 

132.49 


George Robinson, materials for repairs, 

6.83 


Paid for repairs and cleaning houses, 

16.75 


Paid for mason work, Bondsviile, 

7.00 


Paid for labor and repairs, Depot, 

13.42 


Edson Sexton, painting, .... 

4.00 

$560.65 

Expenditures above appropriation, 

• 

$60.65 

NEW SCHOOL HOUSE. 

Appropriation, ....... 

» 

$400.00 

PaiA J. M. Alden, 

$333.00 


Paid W. H. Hitchcock, stove, pipe and labor, 

23.05 

$356.05 

Balance from appropriation, # 

, 

$43.95 
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MISCELLANEOUS CONTINGENCIES. 


Appropriation, ..... 

M. W. French, use of Wales Hall, 


j 

$10.00 

S. S. Parks, printing programmes, 


5.00 

Allen & Cowan, supplies, 


36.20 

J. H. Gamwell, water supplies, . 


5.50 

James H. Tuthill, repairing chairs, 


1.00 

J. S. Loomis, chairs and repairs, 


12.75 

Samuel Atwood, Truant Officer, . 


15.00 

E. J. Piper, school furniture, 


50.00 

E. R. Ware, slating and materials, 


21.75 

E. M. Brooks, four clocks, 


8.00 

E. N. Tupper, use of vestry, 


15.00 

C. L. Kibbee, two pumps, . 


25.50 

A. M. Bond, supplies for school rooms, 


4.40 

Nathan Howard, Truant Officer, . 


5.00 

E. N. Tupper, use of vestry, 


15.00 

W. H. Whiting, brooms and blanks, . 


4.75 

C. A. Brown, stoves and merchandise, . 


41.75 

O. P. Allen, school supplies, 


39.54 

Allen & Cowan, school supplies, . 


37.27 

Boston School Supply Co., maps for Three Rivers, 

25.80 

George Worcester, Mitchel’s Atlas, High School, 

8.00 

Travelling expenses, High School, 

. 

140.00 

Town of Wilbraham, tuition, 1879-80, 

. 

17.13 

B. M. Fullerton, services, . 


110.00 

Books and supplies, .... 


5.00 

Ginn & Heath, globe, 


24.00 

J. L. Hammett, seats, 


10.80 

E. B. Gates, services, 


100.00 

Silas Ruggles, services 


100.00 

Paid for trees in yard, bells, singing books, sundry 
graduation expenses, and repairs at Palmer, 

36.95 


$1,000.00 


$931.09 


Balance from appropriation, . 


$68.91 
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STATEMENT OF SCHOOL FUNDS. 


Appropriation for teachers, fuel and care 

of houses, 

. $7,500.00 

General repairs, . 




500.00 

Contingent expenses, . 

. 



. 1,000.00 

Income of Massachusetts School Fund, 



241.61 

Income Dog Fund, 

. 



244.19 

Interest on Merrick Fund, . 

. 



34.00 

Tuition, Fisherdick children, 

. . 



20.00 

J. H. Bradford, children, 

. . 



10.00 

E. B. Gates, pump, 

. 



2.00 

Funds in hands of Committee, 

1879, . 



25.00 

Discount on desks, 

. 



2.00 

Rent of school house, . 

. 



3.75 

Appropriation for new house, 

• 



400.00 

Total, 

. 



. $9,982.55 


STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES FOR SCHOOLS. 


School funds, . 



. $9,982.55 

Teachers’ salaries, 



$7,081.90 

Care of houses, . 



310.11 

Fuel, .... 



320.08 

General repairs, 



560.65 

New school house, 



356.05 

Miscellaneous contingent, 



931.09 




$9,559.88 

Balance in favor of expenditures, . 

$422.67 


The following sums are due the town for tuition : 

From Monson, tuition of Davis, Barnes, Rourke, and 
Ballou children, ....... 

A. J. Northrop, tuition of D. G. Northrop, 

F. H. Brown, tuition of son, ..... 


$21.85 

7.66 

25.50 


Total, 


$55.01 
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TEACHERS. 

William H. Whiting, 

Lizzie A. Holden, 

Hattie E. Wallis, 

Lavinia M. Newell, 

Albert Woodard, 

Ida A. Taft, 

Mary A. Potter, 

Emma Murdock, 

E. M. Firmin, ) 

F. A. Ruggles, ) 

E. M. Austin, ) 

C. C. Ely, 5 

Ella J. Graves, 

C. C. Ely, ) 

M. H. Bailey, ) 

Sarah A. Buxton, 
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f Eighteen of this number belong in Thorndike. 
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No. of scholars in town between 5 and 15, May 1, . 979 

No. enrolled during the year in all the schools, . 1,102 

Average No. of scholars for the year, . . . 793 

Average attendance, . . . . . . 702 

Palmer District —No. of scholars, May 1, . . 189 

Enrolled number, . . . 225 

Average number, . . . 176 

Average attendance, . . 159 

Thorndike District —No. of scholars, May 1, . 268 

Enrolled number, . . 262 

Average number, . . 179 

Average attendance, . . 164 

Three Rivers District —No. of scholars, May 1, 262 

Enrolled number, . 258 

Average number, . 185 

Average attendance, . 154 

Respectfully submitted, 

B. M. FULLERTON. 
E. B. GATES. 

SILAS RUGGLES. 
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